
 
  

 

 

 

COMING AND GOING
 

A huge part of the culture in Rwanda is 

spending time together. Visiting each 

other’s homes is a daily occurrence 

and a special treat. People come over 

to our house all the time. They show up 

at all times of the day for all different 

reasons. Sometimes it’s a quick stop, 

other times they stay for hours. We’ve 

had visitors at 7 in the morning who sit 

in the living room while chores are 

being done around them and wait for 

tea and conversation. Pastor Caleb is 

a popular guy. He welcomes friends 

from the village, parishioners from 

church, and guest preachers to our 

home for meals and long conversations. 

I have also been welcomed to many homes in Kageyo for lunch, tea, or dinner! 

One of my favorite parts about serving in Rwanda is the proximity to my fellow volunteers. The past two 

months have brought me many visitors as well! Three out of the six YAGM spent some time in Gicumbi with my 

zany host family.  

 

 

 

THOUGHTS, STORIES, AND UPDATES FROM MY YEAR OF SERVICE IN RWANDA 

TALES FROM THE HILLS 

A photo from Stephen’s first visit to Gicumbi, taken after church on Sunday. 

From left to right: Namara, Stephen, Jonathan, Luka (our guest preacher, 

who is only 20 years old), Haleluya, Hope, Joshua, Pastor Caleb, Mama 

Haleluya.  

Some of the better pictures from out bus stop photo shoot! 

Both of these pictures feature: Jonathan, Hope, Haleluya, Joshua, Claire, 

and Mariah. The one on the right features my host-cousin Rehema!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas brought Stephen to Kageyo. Most of our cohort 

spent Christmas Eve in Kigali and from there, Stephen and I 

caught a bus up north. He’s visited my family once before, so 

they were ecstatic to dance and laugh more with Stephen. 

(We taught everyone some popular line dances; The 

Macarena is a crowd favorite!). The day after Christmas, 

Claire trekked up to the Gicumbi District to spend a few days 

here. Her Uno cards and Phase 10 game were huge hits! We 

also took a few too many selfies while waiting for the bus 

back to Kigali. Mariah came up from Rwamagana just 

before New Year’s, for the fresh northern air and LOTS of 

laughter! She blew my host family away with her 

Kinyarwanda and her arm-wrestling skills. Claire, Mariah, and 

I went on a nice long walk/mini hike, chatting with neighbors 

along the way and narrowly missing a rainstorm.  

 

 

Stephen, Claire, and I spent New Year’s Eve 

with Janelle in Kigali. We ate some delicious 

Tanzanian rice, had a dance party, and  

played hearts for hours. It was a joyous visit. A 

few days after that, our entire cohort met up 

in Kigali for some Kinyarwanda review, our 

secret Santa exchange, and most importantly 

welcoming Dan to Rwanda! Dan is the YAGM 

program’s new director who came to 

Rwanda to see what YAGM are up to in 

Rwanda. After a few days in the capital city, 

Dan and Janelle stopped by almost all of our 

site placements to see the volunteers in their 

communities. On his visit to Kageyo, Pastor 

Caleb took us for a long walk through the terraces to check out the church’s agriculture project. We visited 

the land our church is hoping to buy and build a permanent building on in the next few years.  
 

I am looking forward to the next few months of visiting. I have plans to visit everyone in their placements 

before the year is over, to meet their people and learn more about each of their experiences. And my cohort 

knows that the door is always open for them in Kageyo—Pastor Caleb has told me multiple times that his 

dream is to have all of the volunteers stay in his home for a week. We’ll see…  

 

Stephen and I cooked together on my family’s new 

gas stove. Pasta with tomato sauce, garlic bread on 

the side—Claire came in clutch bringing up butter 

from Kigali.  

Group shot! Claire came up to Gicumbi for a day visit the week 

before Christmas with leadership in the Lutheran Church of Rwanda. 

Pastor Prince is the general secretary and Rogero is the treasurer. 

(White shirt and blue shirt in the middle, respectively) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A NOTE FROM JOSHUA 😊 
 

Hello!  

 

My name is Joshua. I am in Senior 5 and study 

construction. My dream is to be a civil engineer. I 

know, with God’s help I can achieve it. I love to play 

basketball. My favorite player is LeBron James. I want 

to be like him in basketball.  

 

I am so happy for being with Hope. I love her and 

she is a great sister. My wish is to be with her all the 

time. I’m already sad to think she will leave us. I am 

curious to meet Hope’s family and friends. My family 

already loves them. We love to meet with the other 

volunteers when they come to visit Hope. I wish to 

have all the YAGM in our house together for a visit.  

 

Thank you so much. I would love to meet with you all 

in your church someday.  

 

Uwumugisha Josue  

(Joshua)  

 

 

On our walk around Kageyo, 

someone pointed to a 

eucalyptus tree. Jonathan 

ripped an entire branch off 

for us to smell, which we did. 

We also ate some (not a 

great idea) and stuffed some 

in our noses while we walked 

(a great idea!)  

Left to right: Dan, Janelle, 

Hope, Jonathan 

With Hope at the wedding of my uncle in Byumba. We had a 

hilarious time with Hope. (We also took over 50 pictures 

together, ate a pretty delicious cake, and danced our butts 

off! –Hope)  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU.  
 

I would like to send a BIG thank you to you all. The past few months have been a roller coaster ride with 

ups and downs. The emails, letters, and packages you have sent rejuvenate me when I’m feeling blue. I am 

so incredibly thankful and humbled by your out pouring of support. Shout out to my friends at the Sellersville 

Theater who keep checking in on me—y’all rock! A special thanks to the churches and congregations who 

hold me in prayer every day-- Trinity Lutheran Church, Perkasie, PA; Trinity Lutheran Church, Lansdale, PA; 

Zion’s Lutheran, Jonestown, PA; Redeemer Lutheran Church, Jameson, PA; and the South East Minnesota 

Synod.  

 

With lots of love and big hugs,  

Hope 

 

 

 

 

If you want to read more stories about my life in Rwanda, my blog: https://hopeinrwanda.com/ 
 

If you want to contribute to my year of service, my donor page: 

http://support.elca.org/site/TR?px=1053694&fr_id=1181&pg=personal 

 

Clearing out the pea fields with primary 3, 4, 5, and 6 during Saturday morning teaching at church. We 

honestly had a blast and I got sunburned. Teaching, laughing, and working with these kids is the 

highlight of my week.  

https://hopeinrwanda.com/
http://support.elca.org/site/TR?px=1053694&fr_id=1181&pg=personal

